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{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ from Jeffrey Barrett 

 

Thank you for taking the time to read part or all of this Annual Report 2010 for Gymea Baptist Church.  At 
a time where we, as a congregation, have stepped out in faith in many areas, we see that God continues 
to bless us and use us to bring comfort and hope to our community and others with whom we have  

contact. 

 

Our desire and vision continues to be to see people EMPOWERED to LOVE God and ENGAGE the world.  
The following pages show a part of how this is being lived out through those prepared to serve God in our 
midst and beyond our walls. 

 

One of the strengths of Gymea Baptist Church is the diversity and depth of ministries undertaken and the 
number of individuals making themselves available for service in large and small ways.  All are important 
and vital.  Whether those serving are acknowledged publicly or whether their service goes largely  

unnoticed, please know that you are appreciated and respected for your commitment to God.   

 

Our ministries are not solely focussed on one particular age group or interest area as you will see from the 
following reports.  We encourage individuals to seek and follow their passion in the service of God.   

 

The leadership are open to new ministries and to the leading of God through individuals.  Our hope is that 
individuals will explore and give substance to their calling either within our walls or outside.  The  

leadership at Gymea Baptist are available to share our thoughts on new ministries and where they are 
considered viable, to give opportunity and support to see them become a reality.  Take the initiative and 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƻǊ ŀ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻπ
gether we can see where that leads. 

 

In 2010, at a leadership level, we have spent time reviewing how we govern and best lead the diverse  

ministries associated with Gymea Baptist.  This led to a reduced size of the Church Leadership Team,  

releasing some previously part of the CLT to their calling and the coming year will see the outworking of 
this.  There is a slight change of emphasis for the CLT that will explore governance of Gymea Baptist to a 
greater depth.   

 

We move forward with expectancy that God will continue to grow and bless the ministries and people of 
Gymea Baptist Church.  We invite you to join us on this journey. 

 

Thank you one and all.  It has been a privilege to serve along side you and to serve you.   

 



{ŜƴƛƻǊ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ from Karl Faase 
 

2010 was a year that began with great anticipation and challenge. We started the year 

having just opened the new auditorium and meeting space in the lounge and atrium. We 

also started the New Year knowing our finances were stretched and praying and trusting 

for the resources we needed to cover our expenses for 2010. We also launched the new 

ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊŀǎǇ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊƻπ

ducing organism rather than a well run corporate organisation. 

As we look back over 2010 we celebrate that God has blessed our church and continued to move in and 

through those connected to this part of the kingdom of God. Some of the key things we celebrate are the 

more than 50 people (adults, youth and children) who have made decisions to follow Jesus over the past 

year. The number of people who have joined us as a church and become regular worshipers, the  atten-

dance figures have risen around 10% on average over the year. Close to 80 people have not only visited 

but have decided to make Gymea their home church.   

Our May Mission Month target was again oversubscribed and we commissioned another group to travel 

to Cambodia. Our engage September month had many events and services challenging people to faith. As 

we closed our finances for the year we have met the 10% increase in offerings set as a target for 2010. 

Behind the scenes a group worked with our Church Leadership team to build a new governance model 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ нлммΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ WŀƳƛŜ ŀƴŘ !ƛƴǎƭŜȅΩǎ 

move to plant a church on the Northern Beaches, although sad to lose them from our staff. Late in the 

year we also set in motion the events that will lead to the amalgamation of our church with Grays Point 

Community Church. Given the challenges that faced us as we began the year we can only stop and marvel 

at the goodness of God as we celebrate 2010. 

In closing I wanted to take a moment to thank Beth Barrett for her role in administration in our church for 

just under 10 years and for her role as my assistant for much of that time. Beth has been a wonderful ser-

vant of our church and a great help to me. We will all miss her from these roles but know they she will 

ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ CƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

role of deacon is David Beresford (year off after serving 6), Andrew Harrison, Lance Hind and Josephine 

McAleer. They have been great assets in our leadership. Thanks also to Paul Thomson who has finished his 

term as an elder and is taking some time out of leadership. All these individuals have served the Church 

varied roles and will be missed. 

Lastly I would like to personally thank Jane for her role in our church and as a great companion in ministry 

and leadership, I appreciate her enormously. Our family continues to expand and it has be very significant 

to have Tim and Sarah, Jamie and Ainsley and Ellie as part of the church and serving in various roles. I am 

looking forward to 2011 with great anticipation and know God will continue to grow and expand our 

church as we faithfully serve Him. 

 



Administration Report from Karen Russell 

 

This year has been one of mixed emotions for the Administration Team at Gymea Baptist 

Church.  Sadly, Kay left unexpectedly to care for her mum who is ill.  

I had just started to look for work after taking redundancy in 2009 and with no real idea 

of what I wanted to do (other than wanting to work in an area where I could serve my  

community and Him), this meant that I could start immediately. God really is amazing.  

  

We continue to be blessed with a  core group of reliable and talented volunteers who are dedicated to 

supporting not only myself but the ministry staff and the administration of GBC alike. 

 

CǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ 

our assistance. One of particular note is the Baptist Union AGM in September which saw the coming  

together of up to 300 people over 2 days.  This certainly stretched us as a team and gave us a good taste 

of what is to come when hosting large events in our new facilities. 

 

5ŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŀȅΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

church thousands of dollars per annum.  

 

Following the approval from an earlier AGM, the bus was also sold.  We were able to find a suitable pur-

chaser who offers subsidised rental for the Ray Lee House ministry on Tuesdays. 

 

We made application to the state government for a building grant to assist in refurbishing some of the 

appliances in the kitchen and were blessed to receive partial approval of the grant for approximately 

$12,000.00.  This will enable us to retire some of the older, less reliable equipment and replace it with 

new equipment which will serve all ministries for the years to come.  The money will be received early 

2011 and the purchase of the equipment will happen soon after. 

 

My thanks to Karl for his leadership and the staff and volunteers for their support in helping me to achieve 

great things for Gymea Baptist Church. 

 

I look forward to 2011 with much anticipation for what God has in store for us.  



/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ wŜǇƻǊǘ  from Ainsley Freeman 

 

2010 was such an exciting year for Kids @ Gymea Baptist with lots of new and exciting 

challenges. 

This year was our first year of the new program and name for Sunday mornings. Renamed KidzZone, our 

Sunday Mornings looked very different as our K-5 groups combined and conquered! 

The leaders did an awesome job coming together to produce a program that was fun, different, exciting, 

full of surprises and kid-focussed. We arrived earlier, came more prepared,  

committed the morning to God in prayer and then went nuts across the church with activity stations, a 

BIG story time, singing, games, activities, crafts and Connect Groups - where kids 

could get to know one another and their leader. Our goals all year were to pro-

vide a fun environment where kids could CONNECT with each other and the lead-

ers, GROW in the knowledge of God and his word and learn about how to RE-

SPOND to God. 

Thanks to Marc Rader, Annette Clarke, Heather Mullins, Paul Carter and Toby Beckmann for their help 

with writing the K-р ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ Ƨƻō ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ  

character week in and week out. 

We also started a new morning called Bring-a-Buddy Sunday. This Sunday corresponded with the Stories 

of Faith mornings and was designed to help families 

invite other families along to church. Having seen a 

friend come to faith through a similar initiative many 

years ago, I was very keen to give them this  

opportunity. I was so excited to see our kids bring 

their friends along and proudly show them around for 

the morning! Well done to the families who brought 

two cars and doubled their family size for the morn-

ƛƴƎΧ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƭŀǎǘΗ 

 

Snail Mail nearly doubled in size this year and is now sent to over 70 kids from  

inside and outside our church. This began late in 2009 as a means of keeping in  

contact with kids who came to our holiday events. It is designed to help kids to read 

their Bible and live out their faith at home by having a read of a monthly newsletter. I 

have heard some great stories of kids who love to get the newsletter and learn about 

following Jesus.  

A thank you to those volunteers who have folded and packed all those letters over 2010! It is a big  

undertaking and the kids are very grateful (and so was I!). 

 



 

 

Our Outreach Events for 2010 were as good as ever! I have always loved 

seeing the smiling kids and parents as they leave our Kids Activity Days each 

year. It is a reminder that what we can do for our community families is a 

wonderful gift (and running the days without the dust and noise of the 

ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘύΦ hǳǊ άL {Ǉȅ 5ŀȅέ ƛƴ 9ƴƎŀƎŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

leaders that put in so much effort for the day. We had mazes, activities,  challenges, dress ups, games and 

got to talk about how God comes looking for the lost. 

Our Christmas Eve family service was so much fun as the kids led in the band, choir and were involved in 

the drama. Thanks to Paul Carter, Mark Gillette, Nadia Wasseff, Tim Faase and Jamie Freeman for your 

help with this service. The kids did so well and the stage and lights made for a great Nativity play! 

Thanks so much to all those involved in KidzZone, Kids Activity Day, I Spy, Scripture teaching, craft  

preparation, Christmas Eve, carols, office volunteers, family and friendsτyou are the reason why all the 

above was made possible! 



tǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
from Marc Rader 

 

In my role as Preaching and Teaching Pastor (for lack of a better title) there are a couple 
of key areas that I oversee.  First, the preaching ministry of the church which involves 
oversight of the preaching roster, development of series and an active role in evaluation 
of our preaching here at Gymea Baptist.  On the whole I believe that our preaching has 
continued to be a strong aspect of our overall ministry as it has been for decades.  In particular, a number 
of series stood out to me.   

The Jesus All About Life campaign was very well received and, more importantly, taken up by the whole 
church.  Similarly the services leading up to the opening of the new church were very exciting.  In the 
morning services the series on Trust (Be still and know that I am God) and the book of Revelation were 
stand outs.  In the evening the series based on the Mission Australia survey and on the end of the world 
(where we tinkered with SMS questions during the message) were excellent.   

As a team of preachers we are continuing to grow and develop in this most vital ministry.  I am looking 
forward to continuing to develop this aspect of our ministry. 

Second, I oversee Advanced Christian Education, the adult Christian education program of the church.  We 
continued to have strong attendance and an increased number of people from other local churches which 
was very encouraging.  At the end of 2009 an exciting opportunity arose that shifted ACE from a ministry 
of Gymea Baptist Church to a new initiative of Morling College.  This  took place in 2010 at Inaburra School 
and the hope is that many more people from many other churches will be able to grow  in their knowl-
edge of God and His Word. 

Thank yous need to be extended to Janet Elmes for her continued work with me on the development and 
ministry of ACE.  Also, to all of you who continue to encourage us as preachers and teachers ς  thank you.  
This is a very encouraging church to preach to!  Finally, to the Church Leadership Team who have allowed 
me the freedom to split my time between Gymea Baptist Church and Morling College.  By extension, my 
teaching ministry at Morling is a ministry of the church too! 

2011 promises to be another full and exciting year of ministry and I look forward to continuing to serve in 
the capacity of preaching and teaching. 



aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
from Paul Summers 

 

Local Mission: Urban 

Is a five week course developed by Karl Faase and Paul Summers. 

Russell Foxe leads this ministry along with a great team of facilitators. In 2010 we 

had two intakes the first intake we had 8 people. It is exciting to see people explor-

ing faith. The second intake was emerged out of engage September where we 

worked alongside 10 people who were exploring faith. 

Stories of Faith/Guest Speakers 

Across last year we were privileged to hear from some great 

speakers who shared about mission and pointed us to the cross. In 

2010 we heard from Prof. Frank Stootman who shared how the 

creation points to the creator, Naomi Reed who shared about 

finding faith in the Himalayan mountains, Glyndon Ringrose who 

shared how he continued to follow Jesus while on the professional 

surfing circuit. During Engage September we were privileged to 

hear from Mac Cusiter who shared how the human brain points to 

a creator, Prof. Michael Adams who shared how he maintained faith even in the midst of cancer, Alison 

Shreeve who shared her faith story as she competed on the professional wind surfing tour. We also were 

challenged by Ash Barker who is the founder of Urban Neighbors of Hope. Ash lives with his wife and two 

children in a slum in Thailand. Each of these services would be well worth downloading from our website. 

 

!ǳǎǎƛŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

This has been an established ministry that Rod Cuthbertson has been laboring in now for over fourteen 

years. In 2007 this ministry became a part of Gymea Baptist Church where a committee was developed 

made up of some men from our church, along with some other men from other churches. We hold these 

meetings predominantly in homes where we would host around 40 businessmen. Most of these men 

ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻƳŜ 

high profile speakers. We did hold two dinners at Cronulla RSL where we had 85 men who came to hear 

Prof. Frank Stootman, and on the other occasion we had 95 who came to hear Peter Irvine, part owner of 

Gloria Jeans. During our time with the men we had the privilege of sharing the gospel, engaging with their 

questions, witnessing a few make small steps of faith, and working alongside each other as a committee. 



Engage September 

The JAAL campaign came to Sydney in September and October 
through the Bible Society of NSW in 2009. It was a five week media 
campaign giving us the opportunity to gain some experience in 
equipping people about how to express faith along with calling peo-
ple to come and follow Jesus. We saw great importance in carrying 
such a season into the life of the church where we can as a whole 
church, focus on sharing the good news of Jesus that we have been entrusted with. Engage September 
begins in August where we launched the engage cards, which gave us an opportunity to identify people in 
our life that we could pray for and invite to upcoming events. We had 32 life groups embrace the Walk 
Across the Room training preparing ourselves to take opportunities to share the gospel through express-
ing faith. During the campaign we had a number of people either choosing to follow Jesus or seeking to 
explore faith. The statistics below gives an insight into the activity and response during the campaign. 

 

Outreach Events 

The Evangelism Team in thinking through how to reach out to our community 
in a non threatening way and still bring the message of the joy of knowing God 
personally presented two special events in 2010. 

Myer Fashion Event March 6th  

hǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ aȅŜǊ aƛǊŀƴŘŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ άaȅŜǊΩǎ !ǳǘǳƳƴ /ƻƭƭŜŎπ
ǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ aŜƴΣ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴέΦ {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ tŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭŀȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
and children modeled a fashion spectacular. Prior to the parade our guests were treated to great coffee 
and delicious desserts from the kitchens of Gymea church ladies. Music, lighting and all that goes with 
such an event was professionally executed by our Gymea people. To complete the evening our Senior Pas-
tor Karl Faase guided our guest speaker into her heart warming testimony of faith through adversity and 
brought the message of the joy of knowing God personally to the 420 people who attended. We found 
this event brought many people into our church who did not attend a church as well as some who had 
never been inside a church building before to be treated as guests by our people. 

Events Number of People Faith  

Responses 

JAAL Course 

Vine Band Night 40     

Youth Event 80 12   

Harbor Cruise 110     

Kids ISpy 78     

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 80     

Sunday Services       

Stories of Faith 12th Sept 480 1 5 

Stories of Faith 19th Sept 500   5 

Kids Bring a buddy   15   

  72     

Totals 1368 28 10 

Jesus walked across the universe to rescue humanity. 

Who walked across the room to introduce Jesus to you?

 



 

Sydney Harbour Cruise 

We were blessed with a beautiful day on board a 
lovely old heritage vessel. 

Throughout the afternoon the professional Jazz Band bought tasteful music to suit the occasion. There 
was time for interacting with guests. A scrumptious high tea was served to a very relaxed group of peo-
ple.  Church people had invited friends and neighbours and again there were guests present who did not 
attend a church. Karl again brought a face to face interview that brought home the love of Christ to the 
110 people on board the vessel. Two very worthwhile evangelistic events. 

Global Mission: MAG 

 

May Mission Month 

Our May Mission Month was certainly another generous season in the life of our 
church. Our target was $160,000 which was revised from $180,000 due to finan-
cial pressure from our church building project. During April we had a stimulus 
package to meet a cash flow challenge in the repayment of our new facilities. 

It seemed that many were concerned about how that might impact May Mission 
Month and yet God can do great things when we are available to be used by our 
ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŎǊŀǇŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ - we flew right past the target again and 
landed at $194,535.80 from 225 donors plus 480 donors through our ministry 
areas, praise God!  

What was a real cause for celebration was that in 2010 like 2009, many groups 
from across the church family were involved. 

 

 

 

bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ 
Jesus experienced that as Christians we stand for justice, mercy and compassion. We in MAG really  

celebrate May Mission Month, because for us this is not just about giving but it is an act of worship as we 
indirectly stand with the poor and the workers on the field.  

You can check out project updates on our website www.gymeabaptist.org.au 

 

Ministry Area Event Amount Donors 

Vine: Young Adults Walk Against in poverty $5057.00 171 

Valiant: Mens Ride Against Poverty $4539.00 157 

Vigour: Womens Parties with a purpose $6910.55 123 

Kids Ministry Pastor Book set box $537.10   

Auction Missionaries $2435.00 29 

http://www.gymeabaptist.org.au


Catalyst 

 Our Catalyst group had an up and down year.  We were bitterly disappointed that our DVD competition 
had to be cancelled along with our Fair Trade Market.  However the upside of that was the Catalyst  

Sunday where the St.  George Christian School presented the DVD they had prepared.  This was  

accompanied by a stall from My Eco Friend whose products were made from materials of scrap heaps  
with  fair wages being paid  to workers. Another upside was the Happy 5th Birthday Card where 500 
cards were signed asking our government to increase the aid budget to spending on health. On the 
wider side of Catalyst we saw Cadbury Australia go Fair Trade with their milk chocolate. Nestle have 
switched to UTZ certified cocoa. David Jones are talking about improving their ethical purchasing  

practices.  Adidas are now paying workers a living wage. As a group we are convinced that advocacy 
works and are committed to improving the lot of the poor in our world. 

Missionaries 

In 2010 the following events occurred for the missionaries that GBC supports; 

Heather Druce continues to serve in Scotland as a home base. She is work-
ing with OM (Operation Mobilisation) coordinating work amongst the Christian 
missionaries all around the world. 

 

Joan Eley became a citizen of Venezuela and continues to 
serve God in mighty ways. In 2010 she built a 500 seat auditorium at her camp site in 
the desert, along with travelling the country with her deliverance ministry. 

 

As partners of Shane and Ruth Sparks, we played a role in 
sending them to Spain. Shane and Ruth launched a Christian Surfers group along 
with working with a local church. 

 

Lorraine Green has finished her mission work at the University of Queensland. She faithfully served 
in Campus Crusade for Christ and is now on staff at Gateway Baptist church in Queensland as a   disci-

pleship pastor. 

 

Brett Davis continues to launch and grow Christian surfers groups all over the world. 
In 2010 they held an international conference in Indonesia which saw group directors 
from all over the world come together for training, refocus and mutual  encouragement.  

 

Jonathon and Sarah McCallum were serving in central Asia and returned to  Australia 
for counsel and care as they consider the future. They have received news that the team 
in Spain have accepted their application and in 2011 they will begin   ministry there work-
ing with kids and youth. 

 

Gary Speckman continues to work with Athletes in Action which ministers to a wide range of needs 
with male and female athletes. Gary was the chaplain at the Sydney Kings and with the 
re-launch of the Kings Gary is back as there Chaplin. Jan Speckman also continues to 
coordinate the Significant Women course nationally. 

 



Juanita Manahan serving with SIMaid continues to oversee projects from around the 
world and how churches and individual donors can not only give but also connect with 
these projects. Juanita has finished her role working in the Australia office and has taken a 
new role as the international projects coordinator. 

 

Joe Simfukwe continues to train up Pastors as principle of a bible college in Ndola, 
along with caring for the sick and bereaved in his community. 

 

SE Asia 

Cambodia 

In 2008 we mobilised a team to go to the field and begin to serve and look for future opportunities for 
more teams to be sent to Cambodia. Richard Dwyer who runs his own catering business has come into the 
office one day a week and serves our church in mission. He has done the bulk of the work in getting the 
team together, working with International Teams on itinerary, going to Cambodia on a pre-trip, and or-
ganising our team training nights in which there were eight. It has been exciting to see how the team rep-
ǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ 

In January/February of 2010, 19 people representing our ministry areas went to Cambodia where we  

continued to develop partnerships with International Teams ς working with a school and Youth Centres,  

DƻǎǇŜƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ tƘƴƻƳ tŜƴƘΣ ŀƴŘ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴǎΩ tǳǊǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ϷслΣ 
000.00 to fund their Child Safe Zones. Some of the highlights from the 2010 trip were the opening of the 
child safe zone, delivering some much needed bottles to a baby with cleft palate, building water filters 
that the men raised money for, running a women conference, family conference and a business dinner 
with Gospel Commission Fellowship Church, installing a computer lab in the Shalom School, Martin John-
ǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ 

Following on from this trip in 2010 we mobilised another team of 19 representing our ministry areas to 
return to Cambodia in January 2011.  

To gain an insight into the 2011 trip please go to our website www.cambodiagbc.com 

 

Wrap For 2010 

LǘΩǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳΦ 
aȅ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎƘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΦ !ƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŎƘŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
step out and share Christ through our words and actions. I pray that we will see injustice as God sees  

injustice. And with that insight I pray that we will continue to stand with the poor and act for justice. God 
is a missionary God and he invites us join with him as he unfolds his plans for the cosmos. You are a part 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ 

 

http://www.cambodiagbc.com


tŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
from Angelo Giovas 
 

I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank so many people who have  

participated in the work of Pastoral Care within our church by being thoughtful and  

caring for those individuals in their circle of influence. 

 

άtŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ  άŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎέ working together, supporting, encouraging, helping and  

caring for one another as the opportunity presents itself to each of us. 

 

Having said that I also want to acknowledge and thank the work of those who are on my άtŀǎǘƻǊŀƭ /ŀǊŜ 
[ƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎέ  many of  whom have visited and cared for those in hospitals, nursing homes, the sick, 
and meeting the specific  practical needs of some, as well as providing encouragement and meals for 
those with new born babies.  

 

! ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƻƪŜŘ ƳŜŀƭǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ 
needed. (Your work is much appreciated!) 

 

For those of you who have and are praying for me and the work of Pastoral Care, I sin-
cerely thank you and praise God with you as we become a Loving, Caring Church to those 
who attend our community and beyond. 

 

 



Playtime Report from Leanne Carter 

 

It has been a year of growing in our connections with people, consolidating our groups 

and continuing to offer quality programs to church and community families. 

Our main aims are to share Jesus through our relationships and connect with a loving 

community. In 2010 we had about 65 families with 85 kids regularly attending. More 

than half of our families are from the community and would otherwise have little church contact. It is 

great fun to engage with the babies and kids and plan creative crafts and activities. We have had many 

opportunities to show encouragement and support to parents or families as they raise their young  

children or go through difficulties.  The feedback we receive and surveys we do show that people come  

because they love the time with other kids and parents, appreciate our program and activities and value 

the venue, facilities and resources.  

 

Playtime meets 5 mornings of the week at Hotham Cottage. It is a blessing to have an outside backyard 

area and we find many great conversations happen with parents while the kids are happily playing in the 

sandpit or grassed area. Our inside space too is a great venue for this ministry. 

 

¢ƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ aǳƳΩǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 

committed to serving the families of the church and  

community through building relationships and running a quality Play-

time program. They do this while enjoying time with their own children. 

We would love to see more parents or grandparents join us in this 

growing ministry and to help out with the current need. Thank you to 

our great team of leaders and those who pray for and support the Play-

time Ministry. 

 



²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
from Jamie Freeman 

 

2010 was a significant year in the worship ministry at GBC.  Being my last year in this  

position there was a real mixture of feelings, from sadness of moving away to excitement 
for the future as Ryan steps into the role. 

 

Sunday AM 
In 2010 we have seen a drumming revival.  Struggling for drummers at the start of the year Colin Warner 
and Matt Drake stepped up to take on the extra load.  We soon added to our drumming duo Glen McGilp 
who has fitted in brilliantly and shows a real commitment to practicing and learning the songs each week. 
The morning musicians continue to faithfully serve God at this church year in year out.  I have been really 
encouraged by their willingness and ability to change with the times ς learning new songs, playing in new 
styles and buying new equipment.  This year I would like to thank our drummers especially for all their 
extra hard work going above and beyond. 

 

Sunday PM 
Lƴ нлмл ǿŜΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŜŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ta ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ    5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛŜƴǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΣ 
ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōǳǘ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  Lǘ Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ D./Ωǎ ta ƳǳǎƛŎ 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻǳŘŜǊΣ ŦŀǎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜŀǊǇƭǳƎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ƪƛǘΦ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ άƛƴŘƛŜέ 
music, if hymns are what you want to sing- ƻǳǊ ta ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΗ 

 

Youth Band 
In 2010 it was exciting to see the legacy of the development of youth musicians at GBC extended to a new 
generation of players.  Under the leadership of Dave Thomas and Susanna Carter, a new cohort of singers 
and musicians are being developed on Friday afternoons to serve our church in this area into the future.  
¢ƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƪƛŘǎ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ  LΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
stopped a couple of times in Sutherland by kids asking if youth band was on this week.  Dave, Susanna and 
ǘƘŜ άŦƻǊƳŜǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ōŀƴŘέ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ Ƨƻō ƳŜƴǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎΦ 

 

Leadership 
In 2010 we saw the continuation and consolidation of the worship leaders as part of the wider GBC  

leadership team functioning as level two leaders.  This group met throughout the year to discuss the  

direction of worship at GBC but also to plan the weekly services and special events.  A special thanks to 
Julianne Holdsworth who administered the group and kept a group of unorganised creative types  

seemingly in order! 

 

OneWorship 
In August of 2010 we held the inaugural OneWorship conference in which over 130 people from Baptist 
churches from around the state converged on GBC for teaching, training and networking.  One of the  

ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜŘ D./Ωǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǿŀǎ 
three generations of GBC Music Coordinators speaking into the lives of other Baptist churches. 

 

LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ D./ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΗ  {ƛƎƴƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΧ 



¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳƴƎ !Řǳƭǘǎ tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
from Steve Dixon 

 

hǳǊ ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƛƴ нлмл ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƘŜŀǇǎ ƛƴǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƻǳǊ 
Friday nights  exploring why we should be heaps into Jesus, who was heaps into Jesus, 
how to be heaps into Jesus and where to be heaps into Jesus. 

 

A relatively new team naturally meant new ideas and one of the things explored in 2010 was something 
we called Dine and Intertwine. Essentially the aim was to provide a night of food (the dine bit) and con-
nection (the intertwine piece). On each of these nights we had someone share the Good News of Jesus 
and call for a response. Further to this, Across the Way, our ministry with youth in years 5 and 6, saw a 
tremendous number of new people come along and experience Christian community and begin to explore 
the message of Jesus. 

 

Another major aspect to 2010 for our youth ministry was the launch of the Soul Revival Jesus Movement. 
This was both a formalising and expansion of our friendship with Gymea Anglican church. The aim of the 
movement is for like-minded churches to be working together, rather than competing, in the proclama-
ǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ 
The launch of the Movement in May saw more than 600 young people gather to hear Stephen Lungu from 
African Enterprise share his amazing testimony and 70 young people become Christians. We then gath-
ered as a Movement to pray for our local schools and the ministry that occurs later in the year with more 
ǘƘŀƴ орл ȅƻǳǘƘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ {ǘ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƛƴ aƛǊŀƴŘŀΦ  

For more details on Soul Revival visit www.soulrevival.org.au 

 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǘƘ ōŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 5ŀǾŜ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΩ ŀƴŘ 
{ǳǎŀƴƴŀ /ŀǊǘŜǊΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ Ǝǳȅǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ 
see both Dave and Susanna leadership develop and also our 
youth continue to engage in worship. 

 

Finally, as part of the Sutherland Board of Christian Education, we held a fundraising dinner that saw more 
than 140 people come along from all 7 of the member churches and hear about the ministry and contrib-
ute more than $20,000. Thank you to all those who have supported this vital ministry both financially and 
through prayer. 

 

A big thank you to Matt Willis who departs to be part of the H30 Church plant on the Northern Beaches in 
2011 and also to Matt Johnson and Lincoln Green who finish up their season as youth leaders after both 
serving 6 years in the ministry 

 

From a young adult perspective we had a tremendous year of seeing people get connected into life groups  
and see our evening congregation increase in attendance by almost 20% over the course of the year (the 
highest its been in the last 5 years). On top of the series we explored on a Sunday night in the books of 
James, Leviticus, Acts, Isaiah and topical series on different forms of Christian spiritualities and Engage, we 
were greatly aided by the welcoming team helping people to see Gymea not simply a church that people 
drop in to, but one that people get involved in. 

 

On this, a big thank you to Alison Westbrook who has headed up the welcoming team for the past number 
of years and recruited and trained those involved. 



 

 

Other highlights of the Vine community in 2010 were the midweek gatherings where 
Stu Crawshaw from Gymea Anglican Church came and shared with us about ministry 
and his journey, and some guys from Global Interaction who shared about mission 
and evangelism. On top this we held two conferences; the first looking at Christian 
Spiritualty and the second the book of Revelation. 

 

The stories of faith services with Alison Shreeve and Glydon Ringrose were both very 
well attended which saw a number of non-Christians both invited and come along. 

 

Youth who were baptised were Cass Denney, Lauren Shiels, Ally Johns 

 

On a personal note, I finished my Masters of Divinity at Sydney Mission and Bible College ς which is a 
point of much celebration in the Dixon household. 

 

 



Description 2008 2009 2010 

    

Active Members 297 302 312 

(Include Missionary Members)    

Plus Additions    

By transfer in 2 6 3 

By Baptism 2 5 0 

By Visitation or Request 10 16 13 

Moved from Inactive to Active 0 0 0 

Sub - Total 311 329 328 

Less  Deletions    

By Transfer out 6 0 0 

By Transfer to Inactive roll 0 14 15 

Deceased 2 1 1 

Resigned 1 2 4 

    

Total Active Members  302 312 308 

    

Number on Inactive Roll 42 43 44 

    

Total Membership 344 355 352 

    

New Members for year 14 27 16 

Baptisms for year 7 10 10 

Memberships and Baptisms 



¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ from Simon Arnold  

 

As I began my first year as Treasurer, I and the Finance Team knew that 2010 
was going to be a tough year financially.  The budget had some stretched tar-
gets, which were needed to balance the books.  However, the biggest challenge 
was going to be managing our cash flow. 

 

²Ŝ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǎƘ Ŧƭƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŀƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ άƳŀȄŜŘ ƻǳǘέΦ  !ǎ ȅƻǳ 
will recall we managed to get through the first couple of months, however, in March our forecast cash 
flow looked dire! 

 

The response however to the call for financial help was amazing.  It showed the tremendous commitment 
ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  DƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƳŜ 
that we need to rely on God. 

 

The attached audited Financial Reports for 2010 provide details of our income, expenditure, assets and 
liabilities. Offerings received were over 10% higher than 2009 and slightly exceeding our budget. 

 

Interest costs were unfortunately higher than budgeted, which was a result of not achieving our Ministry 
Bonds target and no sales of Turner Lodge in the 2010 year.  Overall, this produced a business as usual 
operating loss of approx $50,000, before including non-cash items, such as building depreciation.  I believe 
that this is a reasonable result given the stretched targets that were included into the budget. 

 

Another significant non cash item is building depreciation.  When non cash items are included in the In-
come Statement, the total loss is $158,888. 

 

My thanks to all those involved in the finances at GBC, particularly the Finance Team - Paul Beckmann, 
Ross Langford, Emily Nourse, Jack Chalmers and Karl Faase.  My thanks also to the church bookkeepers, 
Theny Johnson and Jenny Beckmann, who do a marvellous job! 

 

 



Audit Report from Anthony Gilbert 

 

 

A.F.GILBERT C.A. J.P. 

Chartered Accountant 

Taxation Consultant        

26 Oyster Bay Road 

Oyster Bay, 

NSW 2225 

ABN 60 038 249 725 

Phone 9528 3808      

Correspondence to P O Box 401 

Jannali NSW 2226 

Email : tonygilbert@aapt.net.au 

Prepared 28 February 2011 

 

 

 

Liability limited by a scheme approved under Professional standards legislation.  

 INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF GYMEA BAPTIST CHURCH. 

SCOPE. 

I have audited the financial report of Gymea Baptist Church for the year ended 31 December 2010. The 
Leadership is responsible for the financial report. I have conducted an independent audit of the financial 
report in order to express an opinion on it to the members. 

My audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Standards to provide reasonable assurance 
whether the report is free of material misstatement. My procedures included examination on a test basis 
of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial report, and the evaluation of 
accounting policies and significant accounting estimates. 

These procedures have been undertaken to form an opinion whether, in all material respects, the financial 
report is presented fairly in accordance with Accounting standards and other mandatory professional re-
ǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
financial position, and  the results of its operations. 

The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis. 

AUDIT OPINION. 

In my opinion, the financial report presents fairly in accordance with Australian accounting standards and 
other mandatory professional reporting requirements, the financial position of  Gymea Baptist Church as 
at 31 December  2010, and the results of its operations  for the year then ended. 

 























Aussie Harvest from Rod Cuthbertson 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ά!ǳǎǎƛŜ IŀǊǾŜǎǘέ ƛǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΦ 

Country NSW has been through tough times weatherwise, and that has had a very marked impact on the 

folk in these areas. In this year we have seen drought breaking rain, with bumper crops ready for harvest 

and then heavy rain falling, damaging crops, and the dreams of so many of reducing large debt, suddenly 

shattered.  It has been such a privilege to get beside these folk and to encourage them in the Lord in these 

difficult times. 

 

We are still going to the same towns as the previous year; Lightning Ridge, Grawin, Wee Waa, Tomingley, 

Narromine and Bathurst. Numbers attending the dinners have been good and I felt the need after 11 

years to move from Wee Waa to Barraba, a town over the Range, with great potential. 

 

This decision was not easy, but after much prayer and consideration I felt that God was leading us there. 

This was confirmed after Richard and myself flew up to Barraba to meet the Anglican pastor and 6 of his 

male parishioners interested in outreaching to their friends. Their enthusiasm was refreshing and I look 

forward to commencing dinners at the Rugby Club with them in February. 

 

The last dinner at Wee Waa was sad but encouraging. So many of the guys came up to me and told me of 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ά!ǳǎǎƛŜ IŀǊǾŜǎǘέΦ Dǳȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ƘŀŘ  

received spiritual insight. One particular fellow (his nick name Evil) took me aside and confided that he 

had been helped significantly through these dinners. This was very significant as this fellow used to be 

quite disruptive, arguing against Christianity and the church, but now he has a new perspective of  

Christians. Please pray for this fellow as I believe him not to be far from the Kingdom. Another significant 

fruit of our ministry in this town is a fellow Matt, who gave his life over to our Lord after one of our  

dinners. He now studying in Bible college and is currently working overseas in a full time service capacity.  

We give all praise and thanks to our Heavenly Father for these changed lives. 

 

L ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ  

dinner, he was holidaying on the Gold Coast. He phoned me to tell and thank me for my help. This fellow 

when we first went to Wee Waa was a mess, he had just separated from his wife, his sons had nothing to 

do with him, he hung out at the pub each evening drowning his sorrows and was a very angry man. God 

touched this man and now he is a changed man, a regular church goer and loves the Lord. Friends, tears 

are running down my cheeks as I type this as I think of the miracle that has happened in this fellows life 

and what God can do when you trust Him. 

 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ά!ǳǎǎƛŜ IŀǊǾŜǎǘέ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ 

Please pray that God will continue to use this ministry to reach out to men in the bush and that he will 

continue to supply the resources that make this ministry possible. 

 

In His Strong Grip, 

 



Coffee Ministry  
from Caitlin and Luke Barrett (til June) and  

Emma and Stephen Caroon (from July) 

 

DƻƻŘ /ƻŦŦŜŜ ΧΦΦ 

DƻƻŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ΧΦΦ 

ΧΦ {ƛƴŎŜ нм CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмлΦ 

 

Thank you, 

Enjoy! 

 

 

Life Groups 2010 from Angelo Giovas 

 

Our Life Group Ministry at GBC is the core of how people connect, support, care, encourage, and love one 
another. 

 

Life Groups are all about ά5ƻƛƴƎ [ƛŦŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗέ 

 

To that end we encourage as many people as possible to be involved in 
some kind of a Life Group where they can grow in their faith and be 
supported by people of like mind and heart.  

 

I want to acknowledge and thank our Life Group Leaders for their 
faithfulness and commitment to the people in their groups and for the encouragement they have been to 
me as they sacrificially continue in this rewarding ministry of supporting and encouraging people to be-
come more like Jesus. 

 

Throughout 2010 we have had approximately 250 people involved in our 26 Adult Life Groups that meet 
all over the Shire, throughout the week. 

 

A special thank you to those who commenced a new Life Group throughout the year. 

 

If you would like to know more about ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ά[ƛŦŜ DǊƻǳǇέ ƛƴ нлмм, please call me at the office where I 
Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΧΦΦ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗ 

 

 

 

 



Maintenance Ministry  
from Richard Halloran, Wally Wood, Roy Cask and Brian Springall 

 

This year seems to have passed quickly and not too much done in actual repair 

work, except painting, painting, painting. 

It started with walling off, near the old entrance (the old gathering/entering) area to make a secure 

crèche. Later in the year (about November) a large window was made in the wall to admit more light to 

the room. 

The entire atrium was painted to match with the new adjoining lounge and building (quite a job!).  The old 

bricks were rendered and also painted.  The grotty cleaners cupboard near the new offices upstairs was 

ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ όŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘŜŘύ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴŜǘǘŜ όŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǊƪ άƻƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭέύΦ  DǊŜŀǘƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ 

by all! 

To prevent wash off and garden mulch getting all over the west side pathway to the garbage bins, a 

treated pine edge rail was laid along the lengthτa great improvement! 

The exterior areasτgutters, barges, rendered panels, SCW entranceway, roof, timber above atrium have 

been in the process of painting and repairing for a few months and will continue into 2011 to finish back 

area to service station and old front entranceway.  This is an extremely difficult job, off extended ladders 

etc. to reach most areas.  The old church roof is in the process of restoring tiles (professionally) by blast-

ing, sealing and two coats of paint, giving it an extra life of at least 10 years.  Tiling of concrete apron adja-

cent to kitchen is being laid in January during the holidaysτprior to tiling this whole area has to be acid 

etched.  We hereby make this statement of resolveτthat when the exterior is finished, weτǘƘŜ άǎǳǇŜǊ 

ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŎǊŜǿέ - shall not do any more painting or repair work from 22 ft ladders to high areas, as it is 

far too hazardous, we are too old to be safe at height, and it gets us too close to heaven! 

We continue, in a lower capacity building, repairing and painting almost anything else.   

We acknowledge the really tremendous help from Brian Stewart in the painting achieved every Friday in 

this last year and it has been great to get to know him and work with him  His input has been invaluable 

and it will be disappointing when his commitment to this project terminatesτas was the intention from 

the start.  

 



Manna Report from Anne Giovas   
 

The Manna Ministry at Gymea Baptist church provides meals to families in 
need in our local community. 

Three meals are delivered a week for a month by our fabulous volunteers, who 
help these families through difficult times and express Gods love to them in a 
very practical and physical way. If needed we also deliver groceries that have 
kindly been donated by members of our church. Eleven families were helped in 2010 

 

One such family was a very young Mandarin speaking mum from China who was very lonely in her new 
country. Some of the manna team helped her find a local church playtime group, spoke Mandarin with her 
ŀƴŘ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ά!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎέ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ŀƭƭ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ 
extra mile to help her loneliness. 

 

Our families are referred from Sutherland Early Support Services at Sutherland Hospital. There are many 
reasons these families need help. It can be a financial difficulty or a period of hardship e.g. post natal de-
pression, a child with a disability, multiple births, premy babies or sleep deprivation. The bulk of these 
families have no extended family help nearby. 

 

At times we receive names of families in need through our church community. 

One such example this year is when the manna team and others in our church provided meals for one of 
the community mums in our playtime program. 

 

To the 20 wonderful Manna volunteers I cannot thank you enough. You are always so willing to help and 
go the extra mile. It is not a ministry where you have contact or support socially from each other (as all 
contact is through e-mail) yet you faithfully and quietly serve these families in our Shire and show them 
Gods love. Such a positive image of the church! 

 

A new initiative we have introduced this year is giving a Colin Buchannan DVD to each family as we leave 
them. 

We hope this will give these mums a well earned rest for a short time while their children watch 
Colin and that we can share the Gospel with these families through this. It also leaves contact 
details for our church in these homes for future use. 

 

Through the year we receive beautiful notes of thanks and gratitude from these families that really melt 

ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ /ŀƴ L Ƨǳǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜΧΧ 

 

ά5ŜŀǊ aŀƴƴŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƳŜŀƭǎΦ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƙƻǿ 

much it has meant to our family. Not only for the convenience and extra time we had with each other 

ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ 

 ǇΦǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƴƻǿ ƭƻǾŜ [ŀǎŀƎƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊƭƛŎ ōǊŜŀŘΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΗέ 

 
 



Prayer Ministry from Sonia Beresford 

 

Praise God that we, His people, have access to the very throne of God to praise and 

thank Him and present our petitions for His help in our lives and in the work we do 

at GBC in His name. 

To encourage us to seek God in prayer and experience His love and power , we have various areas of 

prayer ministry operating in our church. 

The telephone prayer chain continues to receive calls with urgent prayer requests. Contact details are 

found each week in the bulletin. 

The prayer team are rostered on each week to pray with anyone who comes forward for prayer at the 

end of the morning services. What a joy to hear of many answered prayers and continuing commitment to 

pray for each other. 

Throughout the year we held 3 Prayer Nights which involved a time of worship, corporate prayers of 

praise and thanks and prayer in smaller groups. Each night had a different emphasis: ministry areas, May 

Mission Month projects and evangelism. This is a great time for all the church to pray together apart from 

Sundays. 

One Saturday morning in October we held a Prayer Retreat at the church where we had a worship time, 

talks on prayer, a meditation exercise and prayer in groups and altogether. It was a great opportunity to 

share together.  

 

Ray Lee House from Toni MacLaughlin 

wŀȅ [ŜŜ IƻǳǎŜ ƳŜŜǘǎ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 

volunteers. I thank God for the amazing role models he has given me in Esme Leggett, Joy 

Wood, Barbara Roy, Val and Sam Erskine, Geoff Cockburn, Elaine McGuinness, Lorna Rich-

ŀǊŘǎΣ ¢ƻƴȅ [ƻŎƪƛŜΣ wƻȅ /ŀǎƪ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ IǳƎƘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭΦ aŀȅōŜ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ LΩƭƭ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ǘƻ 

be like you. In the meantime, can I just hang out with you and learn on the way?   

Thank you for allowing me to come as a guest in the last few months during my recovery. 



{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ aŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ  
from Arthur Watterson and John Ansell 

 

Our reason for providing a monthly lunch is to offer Christian education by speakers involved in Christian 
services, and a opportunity of fellowship for our guests. 

We thank the management of The Donald  Robinson Retirement Village for allowing us to use their café 
for our monthly lunches. We have an average attendance of 29 guests for our $12 light lunch. Our age 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳƛŘ слΩǎ ǘƻ ƭŀǘŜ улΩǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǊŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
village.  A list of our speakers for this year is offered to show our range of Christian interest. 

January - Bishop Reg Piper 

February - Colin Shipway (Ex Sydney City Mission) 

March - Rev. John Farr (Speaking on the occult). 

April -  DŜƻǊƎŜ .ŜŀǾƛǎ όDƛŘŜƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀύ 

May - Gordon Smyth (Prayer for Israel) 

June - Derrick Thompson (RAF ferry pilot) 

July - Ramon Williams (Christian photography) 

August -  Paul Summers (re Trip to Cambodia in 2010) 

September - Rod Cuthbertson (Outback evangelism) 

October -  Brett Davis (Christian Surfers) 

November -  Rev. Alex Abbottsmith (a Christmas message) 

We are always looking for new speakers and guests, so please call John Ansell on 95282481 or Arthur 
Watterson on 85397990. 

S.O.U.L. Ministry Report  
from Angelo Giovas on behalf of the committee 

 

{ΦhΦ¦Φ[Φ ƛǎ ŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ άƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅέ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƴƻǘ άŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅέύ  ŎŀǘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ рл Ǉƭǳǎ ŀƎŜ 

range members of our church. 

The purpose of  S.O.U.L   is to provide Social Outings (and events) that Unite Lives for fun and fellowship 

while at the same time creating an opportunity of connecting people with one another and new people to 

ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ {ΦhΦ¦Φ[ΧΧΦ ά{ƻŎƛŀƭ  hǳǘƛƴƎǎ ¦ƴƛǘƛƴƎ [ƛǾŜǎΗέ 

 

нлмл ǎŀǿ мтп ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ άIƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

¢ƻǳǊǎέ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ .ŀȅ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ άCƛƭƳ bƛƎƘǘ 9ǾŜƴǘέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

GBC theatre watching films on the BIG SCREEN!  Undoubtedly the most popular 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊέ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

IŀƭƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ YƛǊƪƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΗ  

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank the S.O.U.L. for their organisational work in providing these op-

portunities for us to enjoy. Stan & Diane Kirkman;  John & Gillian McLachlan;  Mark Brett & Chris Larmer;  

and Sandra & Kingsley Hall. If you would like to be advised of future events for 2011, just contact the of-

fice and speak with Angelo or check out our website under, Activities, S.O.U.L.  


